
INRE:

BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2012-273-S - ORDER NO. 2012-731

SEPTEMBER 26, 2012

Application of Palmetto of Richland County,

LLC for a Certificate that the Acquisition of

the City of Columbia Sewer Collection

System Serving Portions of Unincorporated

Richland County is in the Public Interest and

for Establishment of a Service Area and

Rates and Charges

) ORDER HOLDING

) PETITION TO

) INTERVENE IN

) ABEYANCE,

) APPOINTING HEARING

) OFFICER, AND

) DIRECTING

) PREHEARING

) CONFERENCE BE

) SCHEDULED

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the Motion filed by counsel for Palmetto of Richland County, LLC

("PRC") for Appointment of a Hearing Officer and Request for Prehearing Conference,

along with Objection to Lawrence Petition to Intervene, in Docket No. 2012-273-S

regarding PRC's Application for Acquisition of the City of Columbia Sewer Collection

System and for Establishment of Service Area and Rates and Charges.

Section 58-3-40(C)(1) states that upon the request of any party or any

commissioner, the commission may employ a hearing officer who may hear and

determine procedural motions or other matters not determinative of the merits of the

proceedings. Under (C)(2), the hearing officer has full authority, subject to being

overruled by the Commission, to rule on questions concerning the conduct of the case
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andothermatters. Under (C)(3), the officer must beanattorneyqualified to practicein

all courtsof this Statewith aminimumof eightyears'practiceexperience.

We find that B. Randall Dong, Esquire, meetsthesequalifications, and we

hereby appoint Mr. Dong as hearing officer in Docket No. 2012-273-S.As hearing

officer in this proceeding,Mr. Dong shall rule on appropriatemattersin the caseand

disposeof proceduraland evidentiarymattersfor theproceedingpursuantto S.C.Code

Ann. Section58-3-40(Supp.2011).

Simultaneouslywith thefiling of its Motion, PRCfiled anObjectionto Lawrence

Petition to Intervene._ PRC assertsin its Objection that Lawrence's position for

intervention in the proceedingis not determinablefrom his Petition to Intervene.To

assistin makingadeterminationof Lawrence'sposition,PRCsuggeststhat aprehearing

conferencebeheldbeforeahearingofficer in accordancewith 26 S.C. CodeAnn. Regs.

103-839.

We find that PRC's Objectionshouldbe held in abeyanceuntil suchtime as a

prehearingconferencemay beconductedby theHearingOfficer concerningLawrence's

Petitionto Intervene.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. B. Randall Dong, Esquire, is hereby appointed as hearing officer in

DocketNo. 2012-273-SregardingtheApplication of Palmettoof RichlandCounty,LLC

for Acquisition of the City of ColumbiaSewerCollectionSystemandfor Establishment

of ServiceArea and Ratesand Charges.As Hearing Officer, we direct Mr. Dong to

OnAugust20,2012,aPetitiontoInterveneinDocketNo.2012-273-SwasfiledwiththeCommissionby
JamesE.Lawrence.
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scheduleaprehearingconferencewith all partiesof recordto this proceedingandto rule

on appropriatemattersof the casepursuantto S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-3-40(Supp.

2011).

2. The Objectionof PRCto thePetitionto Interveneof JamesE.Lawrenceis

held in abeyance.

3. This Order shall remain in full force andeffect until further Orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

RandyMitchell, _ice Chairma-'h
(SEAL)


